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Deserts are hot at night.
True or false?

True

False

Try again!

That’s correct. The dry air and clear skies, in most deserts, lead to 
large ranges in temperature between day and night. Light, overnight 

frosts in winter are not unusual. 
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Why do some plants in hot deserts 
have small leaves?

The leaves provide shade.

Animals do not want to eat small leaves.

Try again!

The leaves reduce water loss during transpiration.

Try again!

That’s correct! 

https://www.regentstudies.com


The color of a leaf helps reflect
heat from the sun.

True or false?

True

FalseTry again!

That’s correct. Silvery-colored leaves of dune plants absorb less heat 
than darker-colored leaves. Leaves that have tiny "hairs" covering 

them also lose less water.
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They provide animals with shade.

Why are some plant roots in hot 
deserts wide and shallow?

They catch as much water as possible when it rains.

They tap into deep underground water.

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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They help them produce seeds.

Why do some plants have spines 
and toxins in the hot desert?

They prevent animals from drinking the plant’s water.

They protect them from other plants.Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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It is the loss of water from plants and trees.

What is transpiration?

It is the build-up of salt in the soil.

It is how plants retain water.

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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Waxy leaves make them difficult for animals to eat.

Why do plants have waxy leaves
in hot deserts?

Waxy leaves help them catch on fire.

Waxy leaves reduce water loss during transpiration.

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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tap roots

What is the name given to roots 
that extend deep into the soil to 

reach water?

water table roots

drip tips

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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hydro

Plants that retain water
are called…

hardy

succulents

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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They use their ears as a fan.

How do large ears help the bilby 
and fennec fox survive in

a hot desert?

Their large ears promote heat loss, helping them keep cooler.

They create shade for their family members.Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct!
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Many desert animals are nocturnal.
True or false?

True

FalseTry again!

That’s correct. They are active at night time when temperatures are 
cooler.  Did you know the bilby is a nocturnal desert animal?
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a large fat store.

A camel’s hump is…

full of water.

full of milk.

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! It helps the camel go for days without water or food.
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They get enough moisture from their diet of seeds.

How do desert mice survive the lack 
of water in the desert?

They stay out in the sun all day.

They lick sweat off other animals.

Try again!

Try again!

That’s correct! 
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